
Sisters Seek the Great Pumpkin at Retreat 
Rachel Bentley 

     Not only are the women of 

Sigma Kappa - Delta Alpha 

involved within their chap-

ter, but they are also dedi-

cated to helping their com-

munity grow through in-

volvement in other clubs and 

organizations.  

     Twelve sisters were in-

volved in Eastern Michigan 

University’s (EMU) orienta-

tion program, including 11 

New Student Orientation 

Assistants and one O-TEAM 

member this past year.  

     Becca Stock, O-TEAM 

leader, said: “Not only did 

this experience help me grow 

as a leader, but it is so great 

to watch Sigma Kappa get 

more involved with orienta-

tion every year. We’ve had a 

Sigma Kappa on O-Team for 

three consecutive years, and 

that is really cool.” 

     In 

addition 

to orien-

tation, 

two sis-

ters are 

serving 

as presi-

dents for 

the Ger-

man and French clubs.  

     French Club President 

Alexis Spatafore argues that 

the extra effort is worth the 

reward of bringing a commu-

nity together.  

     “I love language, and it’s 

awesome to connect with 

others who share my passion 

for the French language,” 

she said.  

     Not only is this chapter 

active in EMU’s community, 

but they are also engaged in 

the local Ypsilanti communi-

ty.   

     Andrea Binz recently co-

founded 1Girl with several 

other Panhellenic women. 

1Girl brings facilitators into 

local middle schools to help 

teach young girls leadership 

skills.  

     “As a facilitator, it’s inter-

esting to see one of the quiet-

est girls in my classroom 

become more outgoing and 

     On October 3rd, the sis-

ters of Delta Alpha traveled 

to Wasem Fruit Farm and 

Corn Maze for their Sister-

hood Retreat for some fall 

fun and great company! 

     While there, sisters had 

the opportunity to buy fresh 

apple cider, apples and do-

nuts before exploring the 

farm’s pumpkin patch.  

     Unfortunately, bad 

weather leading up to the 

retreat made a visit to the 

corn maze impossible. But 

that didn’t stop the fun!  

     Undeterred, Amanda 

Wright, Vice President of 

New Member Education, 

quickly came up with a new 

plan. Sisters returned to the 

Sigma Kappa house and fin-

ished the evening with pizza 

and movies.  

     New member Emily Hill 

explained, “Even though the 

night didn’t go as planned, it 

was still a lot of fun!” 

Sig Kaps Get Involved 
Alex King 
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confident in herself,” Andrea 

said.  

     Regardless of where these 

sisters dedicate their time, Sig-

ma Kappas are continually get-

ting involved in other organiza-

tions to make their community a 

better place.   



     We were fortunate to welcome 16 

fabulous new members to our happy 

family this semester.  

    We’ve treated you to a few fun facts 

about 8 of our new members. We know 

you’re already looking forward to our 

December edition to get to know the 

remaining 8 of our new members. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Taylor Donovan 

     Her fa-

vorite holi-

day food is 

the chocolate 

pecan pie 

her nana 

makes be-

cause “it’s 

chocolate 

and pie com-

bined!”  

     Taylor is 

also obsessed with pugs. And who 

would blame her? They’re absolutely 

adorable, just like she is!  

Emily Wright 

     One of Emi-

ly’s role models 

is Elie Wiesel—a 

Holocaust survi-

vor, author, po-

litical activist, 

and Novel Lau-

reate.  

     She also en-

joys holidays 

where she gets 

to spend time with her family and eat 

food! (This is how we know for sure 

she’s a Sigma Kappa!) 

Sarah Bolton 

     Sarah’s 

favorite high 

school 

memory is 

when she 

went ghost 

hunting with 

her family 

for her birth-

day in Chica-

go. We now have an expert ghost 

hunter to communicate with Ida!  

     Sarah also has a pet mouse named 

Hadley.  

Rachel Rusinowski 

     Rachel’s 

dream job is to 

work as a speech 

pathologist at an 

elementary 

school.  

     She has also 

known how to fly 

a plane since she 

was 15 years old. 

Maybe that’s part 

of the reason she 

knew to fly home to Sigma Kappa!   

Jamie Kalandyk 

     Jamie’s  

role models 

include her 

favorite 

Youtubers.  

     Her favor-

ite holidays 

include 

Christmas 

and Black 

Friday, and 

she’s count-

ing down to both. We’re sure Jamie will 

spread lots of joy this holiday season!  

Samantha Mull 

     Sam would 

be a chocolate 

chip cookie if 

she could be any 

baked good be-

cause they are 

warm and won-

derful, and she 

tries to be just 

like that.  Don’t 

worry, Sam. You 

succeed!  

     Sam also has a cat even though she 

is allergic to them. 

Kennedy Smith 

     Kenne-

dy has a 

special tal-

ent: She 

can recall 

the title of 

every 

South Park 

episode.  

     Her fa-

vorite high school memory  includes  

her band trip to Disney World. She 

brought a touch of that magic back 

home to Sigma Kappa, where all our 

dreams come true!  

First They Stole Our Hearts. Now They Share Our Letters! (Part 1) 
Emily Roque and Sam Weaver 
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Zoe Kaminski  

     Her dream 

job is to work 

in a large hos-

pital as a 

nurse, and  

aspires to live 

in Chicago.  

     If Zoe were 

to be any 

baked good, 

she would be 

a cupcake.  Not only is she super sweet, 

but like cupcakes, we know Zoe can 

cheer anyone up! 

K 



     The 2014/2015 Sigma Kappa and 

Alpha Sigma Phi Homecoming Tailgate 

was a great success!  

     Despite a chilly start to the morning,  

approximately 110 people showed up to 

make the three-hour event fun and ex-

citing.  

     While we decorated our tent and set 

out the delicious food prepared by our 

committees, the brothers of Alpha Sig-

ma Phi were gracious co-hosts and 

grilled hot dogs and hamburgers for 

everyone.  

     Among our guests were multiple 

alumnae who dropped by to show their 

Eastern Michigan 

pride, including 

Ariel Domke, who 

flew in from South 

Carolina to attend. 

     EMU President 

Susan Martin also 

made an appearance 

at the Sigma Kappa

-Alpha Sigma Phi 

tailgate tent.  

     Thanks to the planning of VPAR 

Erica Schrodt, our Homecoming tail-

gate provided a fun event for us to bond 

with new members of our Greek com-

munity, and prepare to watch EMU 

beat Buffalo 37-27.  

      

Homecoming: Creating Greek Unity one Potluck at a Time 
Katie Polidori 

     Sister Burris exhibited outstanding 

traits of leadership, sisterhood, and 

creativity as she led Delta Alpha 

through Fall 2014 recruitment.  

     Thanks to Sister Burris’s successful 

recruitment strategy, we welcomed 

home 16 phenomenal new members.  

     She is also  running for Vice Presi-

dent of Membership on CPC. Good luck! 

      

 

September:  

Kaitlyn Burris 

 

October: 

Becca Stock 

      

     Sister Stock has continually upheld 

our standards and values during her 

term as EVP.  

     We know her responsibilities can be 

challenging at times, but we love Sister 

Stock for her ability to stay positive, 

and encourage others even when she 

faces difficult decisions.  

     Keep up the great work. You’re phe-

nomenal!  

Sister of the Month 

     A group of our sisters also tried to 

increase crowd enthusiasm by encour-

aging attendees to join them in the 

Wobble.   

     “It was a great experience,” said 

Brenna Kubec. “Our work made me 

even more proud to be part of Sigma 

Kappa.” 

     New member Rachel Rusinowski 

agreed.  

     “I loved how everyone was so in-

volved. It was one of the first things I 

did with Sigma Kappa, and I felt really 

included  in chapter through our ser-

vice.” 

new members, spent Sept. 28 support-

ing one of our favorite causes.  

     Amanda Wright said, “I think Alz-

heimer's  is a disease that is often over-

looked, which is why it is so important 

that we come together to raise money to 

find a cure.” 

     There were Sigma Kappa volunteers 

everywhere in sight to help support 

registered walk participants.  

     Responsibilities of our chapter mem-

bers included managing the Hope Gar-

den, greeting event attendees, selling 

raffle tickets, and cheering on runners 

and walkers.  

     Sigma Kappa-Delta Alpha supported 

one of its national philanthropies, Ger-

ontology with a focus on Alzheimer’s, at 

Ann Arbor’s Walk to End Alzheimer’s.  

     Our sisters, including several of our 

Sigma Kappa Gives Back: Walk to End Alzheimer’s Brings Hope 
Natasha Wickenheiser 
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Pairings Race Through Finish Line of Big-Little Week 
Terra Parks 

     RFM is designed to help Greek Life 

gain clearer statistics about recruit-

ment and support chapter growth.  

     According to Kaitlyn Burris, the 

VPM, the biggest difference is that 

chapters had greater control over which 

PNMs were invited back each round.  

     Therefore, sisters spent more time 

speaking with PNMs they were inter-

ested in, as well as better preparing for 

the next round.  

     Furthermore, RFM made it easier 

for people in charge.  

     “I just needed to make sure I was 

submitting our invite lists correctly and 

on time,” Kaitlyn said.   

     In the end, RFM appears to be a 

promising way to grow EMU’s Greek 

community. 

     Looking from the outside, one would 

imagine that nothing had changed 

about the Sorority Recruitment Process. 

Bids were received and rounds, held 

from September 18th to the 20th, still 

included philanthropy, sisterhood, 

PHC, and preference.  

     However, this fall, the inner working 

of recruitment dramatically changed 

due to the introduction of RFM.  

EMU Introduces RFM to Structured Sorority Recruitment 
Andrea Binz 

     Big-Little week created a spur of 

excitement, anxiety and sisterly love.  

     For the sixteen new Bigs, it was a 

week of crafting, cryptic clues, and 

spoiling Littles with goodies.  

     “The crafting was stressful at times, 

but watching my little’s 

excitement made up for 

everything,” said Cailyn 

Quinn. 

     For the new members, 

it was a week of surprises, 

decorations and angst of 

discovering who their Big 

was.  

     “I actually compared 

the handwriting on my 

heart sister plaque and 

big-little canvases to see if 

Molly was my big,” said new member  

Bailey Geftos.  

     These shenanigans drew to a close 

on Friday, October 24: Big/Little Re-

veal.  

     Big/Little reveal was made to be a 

Car Reveal.  

     Each of the Bigs crafted a clue for 

their Little that would lead them to a 

set of car keys.  With the correct key in 

hand, Littles made their way to the Sill 

parking lot in search of their Bigs.  

     Bigs were hiding in their cars, wait-

ing to reveal themselves to their unsus-

pecting Littles.  

     Car alarms echoed in the back-

ground as Bigs and Littles were finally 

reunited after a long week of excite-

ment.  

     New member Kennedy Smith said, 

“Once I saw Andrea in the trunk of the 

car, everything was real. It was per-

fect.” 

     After a thousand family line pic-

tures, everyone carpooled to Chili’s for 

dinner.  

Sigma Kappa Demands RespKt 
Alexa Schrock 

     National Hazing Prevention Week is 

a week dedicated to spreading the word 

against hazing and the prevalence it 

still has in some Greek communities.  

     Respect Chair Taylor Gakle com-

mented on why this position is im-

portant to her.  

     “This is an issue that affects a wide 

range of people and it is something we 

can make a difference in,” she said.  

     “Realizing the statistics of hazing, 

and what we as individuals and as a 

group can do to prevent it is a step to-

wards eliminating it.” 

     Taylor organized a night of chalk 

writing across campus to show that Sig-

ma Kappa is taking steps to help end 

the negative stigma that accompanies 

the idea of Greek life. 

     Several sisters, including Emily 

Roque, Amanda Wright, and Alexa 

Schrock joined Taylor in her efforts to 

promote anti-hazing across Eastern 

Michigan University’s campus.  

     Emily Roque expressed the im-

portance of promoting anti-hazing. 

     “It’s important that people know haz-

ing still goes on, and it is not okay,” she 

said. “I’m so glad our chapter and the 

EMU Greek community value respect.”  


